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The " o f f e n s i v e " launched by the Quebec Winter Carnaval pushed our t r oops in the 
"^41" back to the w i l d s of S te Foy. They huddled there on F r i d ay to d i s c u s s the 
S t r a t e g y Committee Proposa l to r e jec t the changes in the o u t l i n e d se t t lement proposed 
by Educat ion M i n i s t e r L a u r i n , a set t lement which u n l i k e the Carnaval i s no p a r t y . 

The " 4 1 " unanimous ly recommend the General meet ings vote down L a u r i n ' s p roposa l 

The " 4 1 " were unanimous in recommending a " n o " vote to the General Meet ing s on 
the proposed changes in the o u t l i n e d se t t lement the government put f o r t h on February 
9 th . 

Union General Meet ings have u n t i l Monday even ing to vote on t h i s p r o p o s a l . As we 
go to p r e s s , some meet ings have a l r eady reported a mass ive "thumbs down" to L a u r i n ' s 
p r opo s a l . These a re : The t f o rd , V i e u x - M o n t r é a l , John Abbot t , L i m o i l o u , R imousk i , 
Rosemont, S a i n t Lambert, St Lawrence, Sept l i e s , L é v i s - L a u z o n , F . - X . Garneau and 
Tro i s - R i v i è r e s . 

The proposed changes : no th ing new 

Whi le the 
" c hanged " , 1 
most o f them 
job secur i ty 

job s i t u a t i o n i s r a p i d l y go ing from bad to worse, once the decree i s 
500 p o s i t i o n s w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d , a f f e c t i n g around 2 000 peop le , 
non-tenured t eache r s , p a r t - t i m e r s and l e c t u r e r s who b e n e f i t from no 
whatsoever . In r e a l i t y , 1 500 people w i l l be d i s m i s s e d o u t r i g h t . 

The s o - c a l l e d c o n c e s s i o n s l a u r i n has made mean no th i ng r e a l l y new. The actua l 
work load w i l l be i nc rea sed by 3% the f i r s t y e a r , the 1983-1984 academic yea r . T h i s 
means 1 000 p o s i t i o n s e l i m i n a t e d a f f e c t i n g 1 500 peop le. 

As f o r the second y e a r , the work load w i l l i n c rea se by 3%, meaning 350 more jobs 
cut . To top i t o f f , in the l a s t year of t h i s " c o n t r a c t " , the work load w i l l be 
i nc reased by 1.5^ more p o s i t i o n s cut back. 

Moreoever, Deputy M i n i s t e r of Educat ion M ichè le F o r t i n s ay s h e r s e l f that the 
i nc rea sed work load mean G5% of the teacher s "on a v a i l a b i l i t y " due to t h i s i nc reased 
load w i l l f i l l teach ing jobs opened by untenured teachers pushed out of the system. 

As f o r the s a l a r i e s they a re p ropo s i ng fo r MED ' s we c a n ' t say the government has 
suddenly dec ided to be o v e r l y generous to t h i s g roup. 

In f a c t , a l l the government i s p r opo s i n g i s to s h u f f l e around the pay cut f o r 
MED ' s . These teacher s would r ece i ve 80^ fo r the f i r s t two yea r s and 50^ the t h i r d . 
The " T r o j a n Ho r s e " L a u r i n i s t r y i n g to palm o f f on the FNEEQ was n a i l e d together 
r i g h t out the 20% cut in MEDs 'paycheques a l r eady announced in the decree. 
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S e r i o u s th rea t to q u a l i t y educat i on 

C o n s i d e r i n g the i n c r e a s i n g enro l lement over the past two yea r s ( 5 000 in 1981-1982 
and 10 000 in I 9 8 2 - I 9 8 3 ) and enro l lment f o r e c a s t s the MEO i t s e l f c o n s i d e r s o v e r l y 
c o n s e r v a t i v e fo r the next three yea r s (4 000 a y e a r ) , the Federa t i on wonders how 
they can j u s t i f y c u t t i n g teach ing jobs in l i g h t of the growing needs. 

In t h i s c on tex t , how can we be a s t o n i s h e d to see Lau r i n h imse l f r e f e r s to the 
th rea t to the q u a l i t y o f educa t i on . There i s indeed cause fo r w o r r y . . . 

The " 4 l " pass o ther mot ions 

In the same meet ing, the " 4 1 " passed a motion c a l l i n g fo r p u b l i c a c t i o n to speak 
out a g a i n i t the gove rnment ' s b lackmai l in the form o f i t s threatened u l t imatum. The 
motion presentend by V ieux -Mont rea l a l s o aims at u s i n g t h i s p u b l i c a c t i o n as a forum 
to p u b l i c i z e the c o n c e s s i o n s we made over the l a s t s i x months, e s p e c i a l l y as to s a l a r i e s 
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We w i l l a l s o s t a t e our de te rm ina t i on to ma in ta i n our e x i s t i n g work ing c o n d i t i o n s and 
the q u a l i t y o f educa t i on and to r e ga i n the r i g h t to f ree c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g . 

No sooner s a i d than done. As soon as the " 4 1 ' s " meeting wound up, the Fede ra t i on 
P r e s i d e n t d e l i v e r e d a statement to r epo r t e r s on the Quebec pa r l i amenta r y beat and 
a p re s s r e l e a s e was i s s ued g i v i n g the g i s t o f the mot ion. 

CSN SUPPORTS JOHN-ABBOTT'S CHALLENGE 

The CSN a l s o a s s u r ed the members of the John Abbott teacher s Union on i t s suppor t 
in t h e i r l ega l c h a l l e n g e to the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y o f B i l l s 70 and 105- CSN p ledged 
to pay c o s t s i ncu r red by t h i s a c t i o n . 

DEMONSTRATIONS, RALL IES AND STRIKE SUPPORT PARTIES IN QUEBEC, MONTREAL AND JONQUIERE 

Spec i a l events took p lace in Montreal and Quebec C i t y on Wednesday, February 9 th , 
and in Jonqu ie re on the 10th. These were o r gan i zed to e x p l a i n to the p u b l i c why we are 
on s t r i k e , and more s p e c i f i c a l l y show how law 105 c o n s t i t u t e s an a t t a c k on women. 

In Quebec, around 400 teache r s from L imo i l ou , S te Lawrence, F-X Garneau, L é v i s - L a u z o n 
and Ste Foy (CEQ) c o l l e g e s and p r i v a t e s ec to r worker s in the r eg i on took pa r t m a 
p r o t e s t march w ind ing up o u t s i d e complex " G " . Du r i ng t h i s demons t ra t i on , they en thu -
s i a s t i c a l l y r e - a f f i r m e d t h e i r committment to cont inue t h e i r s t r u g g l e and not break 
ranks in the face o f the government ' s repreated t h r e a t s to get them to g i v e m by 
r e p r e s s i v e measures . 

A f t e r w a r d s , Quebec C i t y area teacher s converged on L imo i l ou Cegep, where seve ra l 

i n t e r - u n i o n a c t i v i t i e s took p l a c e . 

Meanwhi le, in Mon t rea l , the CSN P r e s i den t and o ther r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from v a r i o u s 
CSN bod ies took par t in a demons t ra t i on numbering more than 1 100 teacher s from g rea te r 
Mon t r ea l , S a i n t - H y a c i n t h e and V a l l e y f i e l d . 

A f t e r w a r d s , the demons t ra to r s moved on to the Montreal Centra l Counc i l to see a 
"new and improved" v e r s i o n of the Radio-Canada TV News B r o a d c a s t s t a r r i n g Normand L e s t e r 
in a h i l a r i o u s sequence on the p u b l i c s ec to r n e g o t i a t i o n s . Such i n s i g h t ' . 

L a s t but not l e a s t , the next day in Jonqu ie re , around 650 people met o u t s i d e the 
Quebec gove rnment ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g du r i ng the morn ing. The r a l l y was f o l l owed 
by a s o l i d a r i t y lunch. E lementary - secondary school teacher s and CEGEP teacher s took 
pa r t in these e v e n t s . 

SUPPORT FOR OUR STRIKE FROM MANY QUARTERS 

We have rece ived messages o f support f o r our cause from near and f a r , from other 
g roups o f worker s and many i n d i v i d u a l s . The l i s t i s too long to s t a t e in f u l l but 

idea o f i t i s shown by messages from as f a r away as B e r l i n , Mex ico and F rance. some 
Among the many i n d i v i d u a l s s u p p o r t i n g our cause, NDP leader Ed Broadbent and 
Lou i s e Ha re l , PQ member fo r Ma i sonneuve. 

REMINDER 

1st p e o p l e s ' seminar on t e l ema t i c s o r g an i z ed by the ICEA at P a v i l i o n J u d i t h Jasmin 
(UQAM), 1495, S a i n t Den i s , MONTREAL, February l 8 t h and 19th, 1983- For i n f o rma t i on : 
842 -2766. The s e s s i o n s t a r t s at 5:00 PM on the l 8 t h . 


