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World March of Women 
 

Heart of Quebec beats to the 
step of thousands

Many FNEEQ members took part in the march, including 
the representatives of the federation’s Women’s Committee, 
who were not about to miss the event for anything. Capping 
off the Caravan of Resistance and Feminist Solidarity that 
had been crisscrossing the province since March – building 
stronger ties and support with every passing meeting and 
kilometre – the Trois-Rivières gathering proved to be rich 
in emotion.

It will be recalled that the Bread and Roses March 
organized in Quebec in 1995 culminated in the tabling of 
nine demands, among them pay equity, higher minimum 

wage and measures to counter poverty. It soon became 
clear that a more globalized fight for women’s rights was 
needed, and this led, in 2000, to the creation of the World 
March of Women by the Fédération des femmes du Québec 
(FFQ). The first three editions – held in 2000, 2005 and 
2010 – focused on poverty and violence against women. 

For this 2015 edition, “Freedom for our bodies, our Land 
and our territories” was the slogan that galvanized women 
from all over the world into action and had them taking 
centre stage in the public arena. 

First, the buses rolled up by the hundreds. Then, by the tens of 
thousands we marched. In Quebec, some 12,000 people took to the 
streets of Trois-Rivières on October 17, 2015, for the 4th International 
World March of Women.

France Désaulniers 
Communications Advisor

From left to right: Raymonde Simard - SCCCUQAR, Julie Mayrand - SCCCUQAT,
Virginie L’Hérault - Syndicat des enseignantes et enseignants du Cégep Montmorency, 
France Desaulniers - FNEEQ, Caroline Quesnel - FNEEQ, Ariane Bilodeau - FNEEQ 

and Violaine Damphousse - Syndicat des enseignantes et des enseignants du Collège Shawinigan.
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During the first World March of Women in 1995, I had the 
opportunity – while still in my first year of high school! – to join the 
marchers on the streets of Trois-Rivières and walk a few hundred 
metres by their side under the theme of Bread and Roses. In 2005, 
as a master’s student, I was there to see the Women’s Global Charter 
for Humanity come into effect. And this year, in 2015, still as a woman 
but now also as a teacher and union representative, I was able to 
take part in the March for a third time. 

It is clear that we still have a long way to come. Just think of all 
the murdered, missing or vulnerable Aboriginal women in Canada. 
The feeble response from our governments shows us how little our 
politicians care. And what of all the women living day after day in a 
state of economic precarity or those from every social class who are 
victims of sexual, psychological or physical abuse?  

On October 17, 2015, thousands of women, men and children came 
out in support of symbolic and artistic actions that bore a distinct 
flavour of feminism, humanism, community, environmentalism and 
unionism. Our contribution was a collective one: drawing public, 
popular and media attention to the fact that half of humanity is still 
fighting to be equal with the other half – not only in rights, but also in 
their day-to-day living conditions!

The thing that struck me most was a sense of hopefulness that the 
fight will continue in the hands of a new generation of engaged and 
inspiring women. The work of the organizing committee was done by 
women of all ages and from all walks of life: the fact that its head is 
a woman in her 30s definitely influenced the pace of the action! All 
of the basic elements that are essential to life were there: air, with 
the voice, charisma and grit of Fabiola Toupin; earth, with the seeds 
for planting; and fire, with the Die-in in memory of the 1,186 missing 
Aboriginal women.

Why fire, do you ask? Because while that political statement was being 
made, I saw a woman standing apart from the group of thousand 
suddenly lay down on the ground. Having not seen what the others 
were doing, and not grasping what was going on, I bent down to ask 
if she was alright and was told by another not to disturb her – that 
everything was fine. What this woman did made me realize the 
magnitude of my powerlessness. These women all vanished or were 
killed, alone and abandoned, without anyone noticing. That is the 
real tragedy! If a thousand women had died at once, we would have 
acted immediately, in solidarity. But how can we act in solidarity on 
something we don’t know? And now that we do know, what can we do? 
These women don’t want our pity; they don’t want our mothering…
They want Justice! But what can I do to help them get the justice they 
deserve when the government refuses to listen? What more can we 
do, as a community, than we are doing now? I saw a flame of anger 
smouldering in that woman’s eyes and I felt so totally powerless! I will 
continue the march, with all its ups and downs, because to stop would 
be to give up. I hope to be there at the next rendezvous in 2020!

Raymonde Simard 
Course lecturer at Université du Québec à Rimouski

Violaine Damphousse 
Teacher at Collège Shawinigan 

Who? Why? The World March of Women is something that concerns 
all of us as a society. These are our daughters, our mothers, our sisters, 
our partners who are suffering inequality. It is a reality that touches 
every family in Quebec, as well as those all over the world. So the 
“why” should be abundantly obvious. What’s the purpose of marching? 
To denounce the poverty that is particularly prevalent among women, 
to condemn violence against women and to decry the many forms of 
social inequality that women face. What happens when the march is 
over? We pull together, stand shoulder to shoulder and continue fighting 
loud and clear for equality! 
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On October 17, 2015, Trois-Rivières had to be the most beautiful 
place in Quebec. Truly. The season’s first snow, which had fallen just the 
evening before, did nothing to cool the fervour of the 12,000 marchers 
making their way down Des Forges Street from the hippodrome to 
the harbour. All along the route, huge multi-coloured quilts crafted by 
women from all regions of Quebec hung everywhere – from balconies, 
from fences, from lampposts – as the chant “Freedom for our bodies, 
our land and our territories” filled the air. I have to say that I didn’t 
fully understand that slogan until I stretched out on the damp ground 
of the harbour park after the drums signalled the start of the Die-in. 
There we were, 1,186 women lying flat out on the ground to denounce 
the disappearance and murder of 1,186 Aboriginal women. I kept 
my eyes tightly closed during the long moment of silence – a silence 
pregnant with meaning. The symbolic crowding of our bodies evoked 
the harrowing image of the all-too-real violence committed against 
these and other Aboriginal women. This Die-in protest was also an 
appeal to the federal government to finally take action and establish 
a national commission of inquiry. On October 17, 2015, I was there, in 
that most beautiful place in Quebec, for the World March of Women. 
It was my first, but it certainly won’t be my last. 

Who? Why? The World March of Women is something that concerns 
all of us as a society. These are our daughters, our mothers, our sisters, 
our partners who are suffering inequality. It is a reality that touches 
every family in Quebec, as well as those all over the world. So the 
“why” should be abundantly obvious. What’s the purpose of marching? 
To denounce the poverty that is particularly prevalent among women, 
to condemn violence against women and to decry the many forms of 
social inequality that women face. What happens when the march is 
over? We pull together, stand shoulder to shoulder and continue fighting 
loud and clear for equality! 

Caroline Quesnel
FNEEQ Vice-President and reponsable for the Women’s Committee

Julie Mayrand 
Course lecturer at Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

http://pauvrete.qc.ca/IMG/pdf/151015-femmespauvretemontage.pdf


