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A hot, hot autumn!
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The back-to-school period kicked 
off  with strong mobilizati on across 

the CEGEP system as we get set to wrap up our fi rst year of 
bargaining on our new collecti ve agreement. The off ers tabled 
by management in October 2014 were light-years away from 
teachers’ demands, and the most recent global proposal from 
the college management negoti ati ng committ ee (CPNC) has 
done nothing to calm their ire. If this wasn’t immediately 
obvious from their powerful mobilizati on, it certainly was 
from their heavy parti cipati on in general assembly votes that 
led to clear and unequivocal mandates to strike. There will 
be no denying teachers' determinati on to improve working 
conditi ons, protect the quality educati on and strengthen the 
CEGEP system across Quebec. As the pace of the negoti ati ons 
intensifi es, so shall the pressure tacti cs.

In September, we sat down with policy advisors in Minister Blais’ 
offi  ce to discuss a number of issues of concern, including our 
CEGEPs in the regions, conti nuing educati on, wage relati vity and 
distance learning. We also expressed the hope that, within the 
context of our ongoing collecti ve bargaining talks, Minister Blais 
would be available to facilitate the negoti ati ons to help move 
things along. This request appears to have fallen on deaf ears, 
which makes us wonder about the minister’s real commitment 
to serving as a go-between on educati onal matt ers, especially 
in the midst of the negoti ati on period…

We also further fl eshed out our positi ons on the 
recommendati ons contained in the Rapport du chanti er sur 
l’off re de formati on collégiale, otherwise known as the Demers 

Report. We will be presenti ng some of these, parti cularly the 
ones dealing with regional CEGEPs and the long-term viability of 
the network, in an October meeti ng with Nicole Rouillier, who 
chairs the committ ee set up by Minister Bolduc to implement 
the recommendati ons. 

There have been a number of developments on the local level, 
as well, that are worthy of menti on. At Alma CEGEP, where the 
labour climate has been strained for some ti me, the union is 
fi nally seeing the light at the end of the tunnel with the recent 
departure of the DG. Lévis-Lauzon CEGEP, for its part, recently 
put an acti on plan into eff ect as the union conti nues in its eff orts 
to preserve the academic council in its current form and to 
maintain the spirit of collegiality that has been a hallmark of 
the labour structure since the incepti on of the CEGEP system. 
As for the unions at Champlain Regional College’s St. Lawrence 
and Saint-Lambert campuses, they are determined to ensure 
that their colleges become CEGEPs in their own right, and the 
support is mounti ng. 

Forecasters are calling for a hot fall, and we plan to be right in 
the heat of the acti on! We’ll be taking to the streets in droves 
on October 3rd for the province-wide demonstrati on and joining 
picketers two days later to mark Internati onal Teachers’ Day.
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